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4 COMPENDIOUS CLASSICAL DICTIONARY. 
Continued. 


Home rus, a celebrated Greek poet, the most ancient of all the pro- 
fane writers. ‘The age in which he lived is not pre- 
cisely known, nor is the place of his nativity; though 
no less than seven illustrious cities disputed the right 
of having given him birth. In his two poems, the 
(liad and Odyssey, Homer has displayed the most 
consummate knowledge of human nature, and ren- 
dered himself immortal by the sweetness and ele- 
gance, the sublimity and fire, of his poetry. The an- 
cients had such veneration for Homer, that they not 
only raised temples and altars to him, but offered sa- 
crifices, and worshipped him as a god. There were 
also several other poets of inferior abilities who bore 
the name of [lomer. 

Hono rius, a weak and timid emperor of the western empire of Rome. 

Ho're, the three daughters of Jupiter and Themis, called Eunomia, 
Dice, and 'Trene. 

Hora tia, the sister of the Horatii, killed by her brother for mourn- 
ino the death of the Curiatil. 

Horatius, a famous poet, born at Venusia. Three brave Romans, 
born at the same birth, who fought and conquered the 
three Curiatil. 

Horten sia, a Roman lady, daughter of the orator Hortensius; who 
successfully pleaded the cause of her fellow-country- 
women against the avarice and injustice of the trium- 
virate. 

Horten’sius, a celebrated orator, who began to distinguish himself 
in the Roman forum at the age of 19. His friend and 
successor, Cicero, speaks with great eulogium of his 
oratorical powers, and the uncommon extent of his 
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memory. Hortensius was both prator and consul, and 
died in his 63d year. B.C. 50. 

Hyacin thus, a beautiful boy, beloved by Apollo and Zephyrus. The 
latter killed him; but Apollo changed the blood that 
was spilt into a flower called the hyacinth. 

Hyades, the seven daughters of Atlas and A%thra—Ambrosia, Co- 
ronis, Endora, Pasthoe, Plexaris, Pytho, and Tyche ; 
turned by Jupiter into the seven stars, for bewailing 
immoderately the death of their brother Hyas, who 
had been devoured by a lion. 

Hy dra, a serpent which had seven heads; killed by Hercules im 
the Lake of Lerna. 

Himen and Hymenw‘us, the son of Bacchus and Venns, and god 
of marriage. 

Hypermnes'tra, one of the fifty daughters of Danaus; who alone 
spared her husband, Lynceus, when the rest of her 
sisters slew theirs on the wedding-night. 

fam be, a servant maid of the queen of Eleusis. From the jokes and 
stories she made use of, free and satirical verses have 
been called fambics. 

lan the, the beautiful wife of Iphis. 

Ic‘arus, the son of Dedalus, who, flying out of Crete into Sieily, and 
soaring too high, melted the wax of his wings, and 
fell into the sea, from thence called the learian Sea 

Iena‘tius, bishop of Antioch, torn to pieces by lions in the amphi- 
theatre at Rome. 

Fo, the daughter of Inachus and Ismena, turned by Jupiter into a 
cow, to prevent the suspicion of Juno, and worshipped 
atter her death by the Egyptians under the name ot 
Isis. 

Iphigenia, daughter of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra; who, stand- 
ing as a victim ready to be sacrificed to Diana, was 
by that goddess carried to Tauris, and made her 
priestess. 

Iphidema'a, the wife of Alous, who was violated by Neptune, and 
had twins by him. 

Fphis, a prince of Cyprus, who hanged himself for love-——A 
daughter of Lygdus and ‘Telethusa, changed by Isis, 
at the request of his mother, into a beautitul man 

Tris, a messenger of Juno, who transformed her into a rainbow. 

Kets, a celebrated deity of the Keyptians, daughter of Saturn and 
Rhea. The Egyptians believed that the yearly and 
regular inundations of the Nile proceeded from the 
abundant tears which Isis shed for the loss of her bro- 
ther, Osiris, whom Typhon, a powerful giant, had 
murdered. 

Isoc' rates, a celebrated orator of Athens; admired for the sweetness 
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and graceful! simplicity of his style, the harmony of his 
expressions, and the dignity of his language. 

7 tys, the son of ‘Tereus and Progue, murdered and served up by his 
mother at a banquet, for having violated her sister 
Philomela. 

Ix ion, the son of Phliegias, and father of the Centaurs; who was 
fastened toa perpetually revolving wheel tn hell, for 
boasting that he had lain with Juno. 

Janus, the son of Apollo and Creusa, and first king of Italy, who, 
receiving the banished Saturn, was rewarded by him 
with the knowledge of husbandry, and of things past 
and future. After death, Janus was ranked among 
the gods, for his popularity, and the civilization he had 
introduced among the wild inhabitants of Italy. His 
temple, which was always open in time of war, was 
shut only three times in the space of about 700 years , 
during which period the Romans were continually 
employed in war. There was also a street in Rome 
bearing his name, which was frequented by usurers 
and money brokers. 

Jason, a celebrated hero, son of Auson, king of lolchos, whose throne 

was usurped by Pelias. Jason was commanded bys 
the oracle to visit Tolchos, and demand the kingdom 
of the usurper. Pelias consented to resign the crown, 
on condition that Jason would undertake an expedi- 
tion against Autes, king of Colchis, who had murdered 
their common relative, Phryxus. Jason accordingly 
embarked for Colchis, in order to obtain from Autes 
the golden fleece, which had been the cause of the 
death of Phryxus. ites consented to restore the 
fleece, provided Jason would achieve certain difficult 
labours, which Awtas should command. ‘These labours 
were, by the help of Medea, the king’s daughter, 
easily achieved in one day; and Jason, with the 
golden fleece, and Medea, whom he had married, set 
sail for Europe, and after numerous disasters, arrived 
safely in Thessaly. 

Jocas ta, the daughter of Creon, who married her own son, G&dipus, 
neither of them knowing the other at the time. 

Jose phus, Fla vius,a celebrated Jewish author, born at Jerusalem . 
who wrote the history of the wars of the Jews, first 

in Syriac, and afterwards translated it into Greek 
He was the author, also, of several other works on the 
antiquities of the Jews; and though, in some respects, 
inimical to the Christians, yet he commended our Sa- 
viour so warmly, that St. Jerome calls him a Chris- 
han writer. Josephus died at the age of 56. A. D. 98 
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Ju ba, king of Numidia and Mauritania, who favoured the cause ot 
Pompey against Julius Casar. After the battle ot 
Thapsus, in which he was defeated, he killed himself, 
and his kingdom became a Roman province, of which 
Sallust was the first governor. 

Jugurtha, the illegitimate son of Manastabal, the brother of Micipsa, 
who were sons of Masinissa, king of Numidia. M1- 
cipsa educated Jugurtha, and appointed him succes- 
sor to his kingdom, with his two sons; but the kindness 
of the father proved fatal to his children. Jugurtha 
destroyed Hiempsal, stripped Adherbal of his pos- 
sessions, and obliged him to seek safety in Rome 
The senators heard his complaints, but the gold ot 
Jugurtha prevailed, and the supplant monarch perish- 

ed by the snares of his enemy. Jugurtha, im a wat 

with the Romans, was afterwards betrayed by his 
father-in-law, Boechus, and dragvwed in chains to adorn 

the triumph of Marius. He finally died of hunger, im 

} prison. B.C. 106. 

Juha, daughter of Julius Casar, renowned for her personal charms 
and virtues. She married Pompey the Great, but het 
sudden death in child-bed broke all ties of relationship, 
and produced a civil war. B.C. 53. 

Julianus, brother of Constantine the Great. In his youth he was 
taught the doctrines of Christianity, but le soon after 
showed fis dislike to them, by secretly cherishing a 
desire to become one of the votaries of Paganism. He 
wus appointed by Constans over Gaul, and by his 

mildness gained the hearts of his soldiers. The death 

of Constans, not long afterwards. left him sole mas- 
ter of the Roman empire. Atter he had made his 
public entry into Constantinople, he determined to 
continue the Persian war. Advancing through the 
country, he defeated the officers of Sapor king of Per- 
sia; but an engagement proved fatal to him, and he 
received a deadly wound while animating his soldiers 

Juno, the daughter of Saturn and Ops, sister and wite of Jupiter, 
queen of heaven, and goddess of marriages and births. 
Hler temples were numerous, the most famous of 
which were at Argos, Olympia, &c. No woman ot 
debauched character was permitted to enter, or even 
touch them. She protected cleanliness, patronized 
the most faithful and virtuous of the sex, and severely 
punished incontinence and lewdness in matrons. 

Jupiter, son of Saturn and Ops, and supreme deity of the Pagan 
world. Jupiter was brought up in a cave on Mount 
Ida, and ted upon the milk of a goat. When a year 
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old, he made war against the Titans, and rescued his 
father Saturn, who had been imprisoned by them 
Saturn, however, fearing the power of his son, con- 
spired against him, and was, for this treachery, driver 
from his kingdom. Jupiter now became sole master 
of the empire of the world, and divided it with his 
brothers; reserving to himself heaven, and giving to 
Neptune the sea, and to Pluto the infernal regions 
He married several wives, and was celebrated for his 
numerous amours. From him mankind received their 
blessings and their miseries, and looked upon him as 
acquainted with every thing present, past, and future. 

Jutur ua, the daughter of Daunus, changed by Jupiter into a foun- 
tain, Whose waters had the power of restoring vir- 
ginity. 

Juvena ls, Decius Junius, a poet born at Aquinum, in Italy. He 
came early to Rome, and passed some time in de- 
claiming; after which he applied himself to write sa- 
tires, sixteen of which are extant. Tis writings are 
fiery and animated, and abound with humour. Juve- 
venal may be considered the last of the Roman poets ; 
after him, poetry decayed, and nothing more claims 
our attention as a perfect poetical composition. He 
died at an advanced age. 

Jurenta, a goddess at Rome, who presided over youth and vi- 
gour. 

Lats, a celebrated courtesan, born in Sicily, who was assassinated 
by the women of Thessaly, in order to prevent her 
from corrupting the fidelity of their husbands. 

La ius, a king of Thebes, killed unwittingly by his own son Cidipus. 

Lamia, the daughter of Neptune, loved by Jupiter, but turned by 
Juno into a bitch. 

Lam pedo, a woman of Lacedwmon, who was daughter, wife, sister. 
and mother of a king. Agrippina, the mother of 
Claudius, could boast of the same honours. 

Laocoon, « son of Priain, and high-priest of Apollo; who with his 
two children were killed by serpents. 

Laodicea, the daughter of Priam and Hecuba, and wite of Helicaon, 
who prostituted herself pablicly with Acamas, a Gre- 
cian. 

Lagus. a Macedonian of mean extraction; who received in mar- 
riage Arsinde, the daughter of Meleagar, who was 
then pregnant by King Philip; and, to hide the dis- 
grace of his wife, he secreted the child in the woods 
An eagle preserved the infant, and fed it with its prey 
This uncommon preservation induced Lagus to adopt 
the child as his own, and he named him Ptolemy, who 
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became king of Egypt after the death of Alexander. 
[See Ptolemeus Lagus. | 

Laom'edon, a king of Troy, killed ‘by Hercules for denying him his 
daughter Hesione, after he had delivered her from the 
sea-monster, to which she had been exposed, on ac- 
count of her father’s refusal to pay Neptune and 
Apollo their reward for building the city walls. ——A 
demagogue of Messina. 

Lap'ithe, the sons of AZolus and Lapitha, daughter of Apollo, mon- 
strous giants of Thessaly; they were the first that 
tamed horses. 

La’res, gods who presided over houses and families ; they were sons 
of Mercury and Lara. 

Latinus, a king of Latium, in Italy, who first opposed, but after- 
wards made, an alliance with Atneas, and gave him | 

his daughter Lavinia. Latinus soon afterwards died, 
and was succeeded by his son-in-law. 

Lato‘na, wite of Jupiter, and mother of Apollo and Diana. 

Lavinia, the daughter of Latinus, who was married to Awneas, in 


consequence of his slaying Turnus in single com- 
bat. 

Leda, daughter of Thespius, and wife of Tyndarus, king of Sparta ; 
enjoyed by Jupiter in the shape of a swan, on th 


banks of the river Eurotas. 
Lem'ures, evil spirits, which were supposed to plague and disturb 
those who had injured them when living. 
Leo, a native of Byzantium, who flourished 350 years before the 
Christian era, famous for his philosophical and po 
litical talents. 


Leonidas, a courageous king of Sparta, who, with only 300 of his 
countrymen, opp ised an army of above 5,000,000 Per- 

sians. [Se e Xt rxves, | 

Le os, a son of Orpheus, who immolated his three daughters for the 


good of Athens. 

Lepidus, 2 Roman, celebrated as being one of the triumvirs with 
Augustus and Antony. 

Lato'na, the daughter of Ceus, the Titan, and Phasbe; beloved by 
Jupite r, but persecuted, through Juno's jealousy, by 
the serpent Python. 

Leuctppus, x celebrated philosopher of Abdera, disciple of Zeno 
Ile was the first who invented the famous system of 
atoms and of a vacuum, which was afterwards more 
fully explained by Democritus and Epicurus. B. ¢ 
428. 

Leucoth oe, the daughter of Orchamus, king of Babylon and Eury- 
nome; buried by her father alive, but turned by her 
lover, Apollo, into a frankincense-tree. 
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Labya, the daughter of Epaphus and Memphis, married to Neptune; 


from her Africa derived its first name. 


Livius Andronicus, a famous drainatic poet of Rome. 
Livius Titus, a native of Padua; celebrated for his writings, and par- 


ticularly for a history of Rome. A. D. 17. 


Lucretia, a celebrated Roman lady, daughter of Lucretius, and 
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wife of ‘Tarquinius Collatinus; who stabbed herself 
in consequence of the violence she received from 
Sextus, son of Tarquin the Proud. This fatal blow 
was the signal for rebellion. Brutus, L. J., who saw 
the tragical death of Lucretia, so eloquently and ef- 
fectively harangued the populace on the barbarity 
and oppression of the ‘Tarquins, that they were im- 
mediately expelled from Rome, and the republican or 
consular government established. B.C. 529. 
The wite of Numa. 

gious sect among the eastern nations of the world, and 
particularly in Persia. Zoroaster was their founder, 





Manlius, Caius, a noble Roman, who, with 1000 chosen men, de- 


fended the Capitol against the Gauls; but the Romans 
basely killed him, 


Varcel lus, a most tamous Roman consul] and general; distinguished 


Varius, C. 


by being the first who gained any advantage over 
Annibal. 


a celebrated Roman, of obscure origin. Tle signalized 


himsejf under Scipio, and atterwards in Africa, against 
Jugurtha. The provinces beimg suddenly invaded by 
an army of barbarians, Marius was elected Consul, 
and sent against them. After several victories, he 
returned in triumph to Rome; but his restless ambi- 
tion began to raise seditions, and to oppose the power 
of Sylla. ‘This produced a civil war. Sylla, engaged 
in prosecuting the Mithridatic war, advanced with 
his forces towards Rome, and Marius sought safety in 
flight. He joined his son Marius in Africa, who had 
been exciting the princes of that country in his cause. 
He then set sail for Rome, with an army of 1,000 
men; but his army gradually increased, and he en- 
tered the city like a conqueror. Lis enemies were 
sacrificed to his fury; Rome was filled with blood ; 
and when he had eratitied his resentinent, he again 
made himself consul; but worn out with age and infirm- 
ities, he died 16 days atterwards, aged 70. B.C. 86. 


Mars, son of Jupiter and Juno, and god of war, highly celebrated 


Mauso lus, 


at Rome. 
a king of Caria, who had a most magnificent tomb 
erected over him by his wife Artemisia. ‘This monu- 
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ment was accounted one of the seven wonders of the 
world, and was called Mausoleum ; from which ali 
other splendid sepulchres and tombs have received 
the same name. 

Maximia nus, a native of Pannonia; who served as a common 
soldier in the Roman armies, but was made by Dio- 
clesian his colleague in the empire. 

Maximinus, son of a peasant in Thrace; who, on the death of 
Alexander Severus, caused himself to be proclaimed 
emperor of Rome. He was remarkable for his atro- 
cious cruelty and uncommon strength. 

Mede a, the daughter of Metes, king of Coichis, and wite of Jason. 
She was a most powerful sorceress, and, by means 
of her art, extricated Jason from all his labours. [See 
Jason. | 

Melpom ene, the Muse of tragedy. 

Venela'us, king of Sparta, and husband of Helen, of Greece. —— 

A famous centaur. 

Mercury, messenger of the gods, inventor of letters, and the god 
of eloquence, merchandise, and robbery. He was 
the son of Jupiter and Maie, born in Arcadia, on 
Mount Cyllene, and brought up by the Seasons. 

Vidas, a king of Phrygia, who had the power given him of turning 
whatever he touched into gold; but had his ears 
lengthened like those of an ass, for giving judgment 
for Pan, against Apollo, in a trial of singing. 

Wi nos, the son of Jupiter and Muropa, and king of Crete ; rewarded, 
after death, for his equity and justice, with the office 
of supreme and absolute judge in the infernal regions. 

Withrida'tes, the name of seven successive monarchs of Pontus, 
the last of whom, surnamed the Great, was, according 
to Cicero, the bravest sovereign that ever sat on a 
throne. He conquered 24 nations, whose language 
he knew, and spoke with the same ease and fluency 
as hisown. Ife was also skilled in physic ; and there 
is now a noted antidote which bears his name, and is 
called Mithridate. B. C. 63. 

Mae mon, a surname given to Artaxerxes on account of his reten- 
tive memory. 

Mop'sus, 2 celebrated prophet, son of Manto and Apollo, and rival 
of Caichas, son of Thestor. These famous sooth- 
sayers were jealous of each other’s fame, and deter- 
mined on a trial of their skill in divination. Calchas 
first asked his antagonist how many figs a neighbour- 
ing tree bore. Mopsus replied, * Ten thousand, ex- 
cept one; and one single vessel can contain them 
all.” The figs were gathered, and his conjectures 
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were true. Mopsus now asked his adversary how 
many young ones a certain pregnant sow would 
bring forth. Calehas confessed his ignorance: and 
Mopsus said, that on the morrow the sow would litter 
ten, of which only one would be male, all black. 
This prediction was also verified: and Calchas died 
through the excess of grief which this defeat pro- 
duced. After death, Mopsus was ranked among the 
gods, and had an oracle at Malia. A son of Am- 
pyx and Chloris, often confounded with the son ot 
Manto. He was the prophet and soothsayer of the 
Argonauts; and died at bis return from Colchis, bj 
the bite of a serpent in Lybia. 

Vises. nine daughters of Jupiter and Mnemosyne, presidents over 
musicians and poets: they were Calliope, Clio, Erato, 
Kuterpe, Melpomene, Polyhymnia, ‘Terpsichore, ‘Tha- 
lia, and Urania. 

Varcos sus, a beautiful youth; who, falling in love with his own 
image in the water, pined away into a daffodil. 

\echos,a king of Egypt; who attempted to make a communication 
between the Mediterranean and Red Seas; in which 
attempt 12,000 men perished, 

Vep tune, son of Saturn and Ops, and brother of Jupiter, Pluto, 
and Juno. He was god of the sea, and more powerful 
than any of the other gods, except Jupiter. Not only 
the ocean, rivers, and fountains, were subjected to 
him, but he could also cause earthquakes at his plea- 


he sea, by 





sure, and raise islands trom the bottom of t 
a blow from his trident. The worship of Neptune 
was established in almost every part of the earth ; 
the Lybians, in particular, venerated him above all 
other nations, and considered him the first and great- 
est of the gods. 

Vere ides, sea-nvmphs, the tifty daughters of Nereus and his sister 
Doris, the son and daughter of Oceanus and Tethys. 

Vero, emperor of Rome, and one of the greatest tyrants that ever 
swayed its sceptre. All the ancient writers agree in 
exhibiting him asa pattern of the most execrable bar- 
barity and wantonness. Hs injustice and cruelty at 
length aroused the senate, and he was sentenced to 
be drageed naked through the streets, whipped to 
death, and afterwards thrown down from the Tarpei- 
an rock, like the meanest malefactor. ‘This, however, 
he prevented by a voluntary death, after a reign of 
3 years. A. D. 6%. 

Ner'va Cocceius, a Roman emperor, after the death of Domitian ; 
distinguished for his mildness and generosity, and 
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the active part he took in the management of his at- 
fairs. 

Nestor, king of Pylos, son of Neleus and Chloris, and grandson ot 

~ Neptune. He lived toan uncommon age, and great- 
ly distinguished himself in the Trojan war by his elo 
quence, wisdom, and justice. 

Ness us, a celebrated Centaur, the son of Ixion and the Cloud ; killed 
by Hercules for attempting to ravish his wife, Deja- 
nira, When he had carried her over the river Evenus. 

Ve obe, the daughter of Tantalus, and wife of Amphion ; who, having 
her fourteen children killed, wept herself into a statue 

Vwma Pompilius, a famous philosopher, born at Cures, a villaze 
of the Sabines; who, on the death of Romulus, was 
elected emperor by the Roman senate, and revered 
for his moderation and humanity. 

Oceanus, an ancient sea-god, the son of Co:lus and Terra, and hus- 
band of ‘Tethys; by whom he had the sea-nymphs, 
called from-him Oceanides. 

Octavia, a Roman lady, sister of the emperor Augustus, and wite 
of Mark Antony ; celebrated for her beauty and virtue 

Octavius Ca’sar, nephew of Cwsar, the dictator; upon whom the 
senate, after the battle of Actium, and the final de- 
struction of the Roman republic, bestowed the tit]: 
of Augustus, as expressive of his greatness. 

(Ed ipus, the son of Laius and Jocasta, and king of Thebes. [fe 
solved the riddle of the Sphynx, unwittingly killed 
his father, married his mother, and afterwards ran 
mad, and tore out his own eyes. 

(Eno pion, king of Chios; of whose daughter, Merope, the giant 
Orion became enamoured; and Ofnopion, afraid of 
provoking him by a denial, invited him to a feast, 
where he made him intoxicated, and put out his eyes 

Om pha/e, a queen of Lydia, with whom Hercules was so enamoured, 
that she made him submit to spinning, and other se- 
dentary offices. 

Ops, daughter of Colus and Terra, wife of Saturn, and mother of 
Jupiter. Her festivals were called Opalia. 

Ores tes, son of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra, and the constant 
friend of Pylades. He revenged the death of his fa- 
ther by slaying his mother and her gallant, Aogisthus, 
and carried away the statue of Diana from Thoas.— 
2. A governor of Egypt.—3. An ambassador, whos: 
son was the last king of the western empire. 

Origen, a Greek writer, distinguished as much for his humility and 
modesty, as for his learning and the sublimity of his 
genius. He suffered martyrdom in his 69th year. 

Orvon,a mighty giant, sprung from Jupiter, Neptune, and Mercury. 





Or 


Ov 


Po 


Pe 





on of 
rreat- 


Ss elo 


killed 
Deja- 
enus. 
aving 
fatue 
lage 
, Was 
vered 


| hus- 
uphs, 


wife 
irtue 
n the 
il de 
 tith 


He 
cilled 
5 ran 


miant 
id of 
feast, 
eyes 
ured, 


Tr se- 
er otf 


stant 
is fa- 
thus, 
is.— 


‘host 


- and 
f his 
12 

ury 


AMERICAN REPERTORY. 155 


He was killed by a scorpion for attempting to ravish 
Diana, but was changed by Jupiter into a constel- 
lation. 

Or pheus, son of Apollo and Calliope, who had great skill in music, 
and was torn in pieces by the Mwnades, tor disliking 
women after the death of his wife Eurydice. 

Ovidius, (Ovid,) a celebrated amatory Roman poet; whose genius 
and imagination gained him many admirers. The 
learned became his friends; Virgil, Propertius, 'Ti- 
bullus, and Horace, honoured him with their cor- 
respondence ; and even the emperor Augustus pr- 
tronized him with the most unbounded liberality. 
Ovid was the author of a number of works; and, al- 
though many of his poems abound in sweetness and 
elecance, yet, in others, the expressions are too wanton 
and indelicate—a fault which is common in his com- 
positions. His celebrity at Rome, however, was but 
of short duration ; for, being suspected of a shameful 
amour with Livia, the wife of the emperor, he was 
banished to ‘omos, on the KHuxine Sea, where he 
died, in the 59th year of his age. A.D. 17. 

Pando're, a woman made of clay by V ulean, and endowed with 
gifts by all the gods and goddesses. Jupiter gave 
her a box, which contained all sorts of evils, with 
Hope at the bottom. 

Paris, or Alexan‘der, the son of Priam and Hecuba ; a most beau- 
tiful youth, who ran away with Helen, wife of Mene- 
lans, which occasioned the ‘Trojan war. 

Parmen'ides, a Greek philosopher of Elis, and pupil of Xenophanes. 
ile maintained that there were only two elements, 
tire and the earth; and contended that the first: gen- 
eration of men was produced from the sun. He 
supposed, also, that there were only two sorts of 
philosophy, one founded on reason, and the other on 
opinion. 

Patro'clus, the son of Meneetius and Sthenele, and intimate friend 
of Achilles; in whose armour he was slain by Hee- 
tor, at the siege of Troy. 

Pausa’ nas, a Spartan general, who greatly signalized himself in 
the wars against the Persians. 2. A celebrated 
orator and historian of Rome, who wrote a lustory of 
Greece in the Ionic dialect.——3. A noted physician 
in the age of Alexander. 

Pe‘leus, King of Thessaly; who married Thetis, one of the Nereids, 
by whom he had Achilles, the famous Grecian war- 
rior. 

Pelias, the son of Neptune and the Nereid Tyro, and king of 
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Thessaly ; a most cruel wretch, pulled to pieces ane 

boiled by his own daughters, at the instigation of 

Medea, from the hope of restoring him to youth. 
[See Jason. | 

Pelopidas, a distinguished ceneral of Thebes. 

Pe‘lops, son of Tantalus, king of Phrygia. He was murdered by 
his father, who, wishing to try the divimty of the 
cods, placed on their table the limbs of his son, ‘The 
gods perceived the perfidious cruelty of Tantalus, and 
the y all refused to touch the meat except Ceres, who 
ate one of the shoulders of Pelops ; and, when Jupiter 
afterwards restored him to lite, he replaced it with 
| an ivory one which had uncommon power, and could 

heal by its touch every complaint and disorder. 
Penelope, daughter of learus, celebrated for her chastity during the 
absence of her husbana, Ulysses, in the ‘Trojan war. 
Penthesile'a, a queen of the Amazons, daughter of Mars; she was 
slain by Achilles in the Tro} in war, 
Perdie cas, one of the friends and favourites of Alexander the Great: 


who, on that king’s death, wishing to make hunselt 
absolute, Was assassinated in his tent by his own ot- 
ficers, 

Pericles, veelebrated commander, statesman, and orator, of Athens 


Ile distinguished himself by opposing Cimon, whom 

he caused to be banished, and waged a successful war 

acvainst the inhabitants of Samos. Pericles was for 
forty years at the head of the administration ; but the 
| dreadtul pestilence which had diminished the number 

f his family, at last proved fatal to him; and, in his 

70th year, he fell a saerifice to that terrible malady 

which robbed Athens of so many of her citizens 

| B. C. 429, 

Perseus, a celebrated hero, son of Jupiter and Danae. He slew 
Medusa, the only one of the Gorgons subject to mor- 
tality; and, after performing a number of wonderful 
exploits by means of her head, which had the power 
of turning into stone whoever fixed their eyes upon 
it, went and settled on the Peloponnesus, and founded 
a new city, Which he called Mycenw. At his death, 
Perseus was made a constellation; and the Kgyptians 
paid particular honour to his memory. 

Per tinax, a Roman emperor atter the death of Commodus, who, 
although a wise, virtuous, and benevolent monareh, 
was murdered by his soldiers, and his head carried 
about in triumph. A. D, 193. 

Phaeton, the son of Sol and Clytnene, who obtained the guidance 
of his father’s chariot for one day ; but, unable to ma- 
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nage the horses, he set the world on fire, and was 
therefore struck by Jupiter with a thunderbolt into 
the river Po. 

Phaon, a boatman of Mitylene, in Lesbos; who, by rubbing him- 
self with an ointme nt given to him by Venus, whom 
he had carried over into Asia, became one of the mos* 
beautiful men of his age, and was beloved by Sappho, 
the poe fess, 

Philip IL, king of Macedonia, and father of Alexander the Great 
and Cleopatra. He succeeded to the throne when 
but ve ‘ry young, ant 1 soon dis stinguisl ied himself by his 
warlike and enterprising eet He was successively 
engaged in war with the Athenians, the Thracians 
the Hlyrians, and the Seythians; and was meditating 
an attack on the Persians, under Darius, when he 
was stopped in thi seine t of lis preparations by the 
hand of an assassin, a s he was entering the theatre 





during the celebration of the nuptials oi “his daughter 
Cleopatra. B. C. 236, 
lome‘la, the daughter of Pandion, king of Athens; who was ra- 
vished, and had her tongue cut out, by her brother- 
in-law, ‘Tereus, king of Thrace, and was changed inte 
a nightingale. 
hilopa'men, a celebrated ceneral of the Achwan league, born at 
Megalopolis. He subdued Sparta, and killed with his 
own hand Mechanidas, its tyrant; but during the re- 
volt of the Messenians from the Ach@wan leacue, he 
was thrown from his horse, and, being taken prison- 
er, was compelled to swallow poison. This event 
happened in his 70th year, B. C. 183. This murder 
was afterwards revenged by his countrymen, who 
erected statues to his memory, and justly called him 
“the last of the Greeks.” 

Pho'cion, surnamed the Good, an Athenian administrator, distin- 
guished for his prudence and moderation. B. C. 31s. 

Pha‘hus, a name of Apollo, or the sun. 

Phry'ne, a celebrated courtezan of Athens: who, when accused of 
impiety, unveiled her bosom, which so influenced her 
judges, that she was acquitted. B.C. 323. , 

Pindarus, a celebrated lyric poet of ‘Thebes, greatly honoured by 
the Greeks, the Thebans, the Spartans, and by Alex- 
ander the Great, when Thebes was reduced to ashes. 
§. C. 435. A tyrant of Ephesus. 

Pasis tratus, an Athenian, son of Hippocrates ; distinguished for his 
valour in the field, and his address and eloquence at 
home. 

Piaio, a celebrated philosopher of Athens. He was for eight years 
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a pupil of Socrates, and early imbibed the firniness 
virtues, and mora! sentiments of that great man. Af- 
ter the death of Socrates, he travelled over Greece, 
Sicily and Egypt, and returning to the Groves of 
Academus, in Athens, his lectures were attended by 
crowds of illustrious pupils. During 40 years he pre- 
sided over the Academy, devoting his tune to the in- 
struction of the people; and died on his birth-day 

aged ™1, about 44% years betore the Christian era. 

Piew ides, the seven stars, or daughters of Atlas and Pleione; Ste 
rope, Celeno, Electra, Aleyone, Maia, Merope, and 
Taygeta, 

Plroious, Secun'dus, surnamed the elder, born of a noble family at 
Verona. He was made one of the Augurs at Rome, 
and appointed governor of Spain, Pliny was a great 
writer, and the author of many works. ‘The death ot 
Pliny was singular and tragical. While commanding 
the fleet at Misenum, he was surprised at the sudden 
appearance of a cloud of dust and ashes, proceeding 
from Mount Vesuvius. He immediately embarked on 
hoard a vessel and landed on the coast, the better to 
observe the mountain. le was soon disturbed by a 
dreadful earthquake ; and the eruption increasing, th: 
fire at Jeneth approached the place where the philo 
sopher stood; and before he could effect his escape. 
he was suffocated by the thick vapours that surround- 
ed him. This event happened in the 56th year of his 
ace, and 79th of the Christian era. 

Plutur chus, a native of Chwronea. He studied philosophy and 
mathematics under Ammonius. After travelling 
through Egypt and Greece, in quest of knowledge 
he retired to Rome, where he opened a school. He 
died at an advanced age. 

Plwto, the son of Saturn and Ops, brother of Jupiter and Neptune 
and god of hell. 

Polyb ius, a soothsayer of Corinth, who foretold to his sons the tate 
that attended them in the Trojan war. 

Polycar pus, & famous Greek writer, born at Smyrna. Some authors 
suppose he was a disciple of St. Jolin. His epistle to 
the Philippians is simple and modest, yet replete with 
useful precepts. Polycarp was condemned to be burnt 
at Smyrna, A. D. 167. 

Polyphe mus, the son of Neptune, a huge and cruel giant, with only 
one eye in the middle of his forehead, which Ulysses 
destroyed with a firebrand. 

Polyacena, the daughter of Priam and Hecuba, married to Achilles. 
and sacrificed by Pyrrhus to appease his ghost. 
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Pompei us, Cneus, surnamed the Great, from his wonderful ex- 
ploits. He early distinguished himself in the tield of 
battle. Pompey followed the interest of Sylla, atter 
whose death, he was made consul. He conquered 
Mithridates and Tigranes, entered Syria, and pushed 
his conquests as far as the Red Sea. ‘To strengthen 
himself still farther, he united with Cesar and 
Crassus, and formed the first triumvirate. While 
the conqueror of Mithridates was considered as a 
sovereign at Rome, the adherents of Casar demanded 
for him the consulship, or that he should be continued 
in the government of Gaul, of which he had been de- 
prived. ‘This demand was refused, and a civil war 
followed. Several creat battles were fought between 
Pompey and Cwsar, with alternate success ; at length 
they met on the plains of Pharsalia, where Pompey 
was totally defeated. He fled to Ptolemy, who basely 
betrayed him, and was assassinated by Achillas and 
Septimus, 

Poppe a Sabvna, wite of the emperor Nero; distinguished for her 
beauty and accomplishments. Shortly after marriage, 
the tyrant despised her, and even treated her with 
great barbarity. She died of a blow received from 
his foot, when many months advanced in pregnancy. 

Porc, daughter of Cato, and wife of Brutus; celebrated for her 
prudence, philosophy, courage, and conjugal affection. 
When Brutus was dead, she retused to survive him, 
and attempted to end her life as a daughter of Cato. 
but, when she was told that every weapon was re- 
moved from her reach, she destroyed herself by swal- 
lowing burning coals. B. C. 42. 

Priam, the last king of Troy, was son of Laomedon, and father ot 
Paris, Hector, &e. He was slain by Neoptolemus, 
son of Achilles, after the sacking of Troy. 

Pro hus, a native of Sirmium, in Panonia; who, on the death of the 
emperor ‘Tacitus, was invested with the imperial pur- 
ple by the voluntary choice of the soldiers, and greatly 
distinguished himself in Gaul and Germany. 

Prome theus, the son of [apetus and the nymph Asia, who animated 
a man that he had formed of clay with tire, which, by 
the assistance of Minerva, he stole from heaven; and 
was therefore chained by Jupiter to Mount Caucasus, 
with a vulture perpetually gnawing his liver. 

Proserpi na, & daughter of Ceres, by Jupiter; whom Pluto stole out 
of Sicily, as she was gathering flowers, and carried 
to his subterranean dominions, of which she became 
queen. 
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Proteus, a sea-god, son of Oceanus and Tethys; who received the 
gift of prophecy from Neptune, and could change 
himself into any shapes. 

Psyche, the goddess of pleasure, beloved by Cupid, and made im- 
mortal by Jupiter. 

Ptole' meus, the name of a race of kings of Egypt, who reigned in 
the following order: The first, Ptolemy Lagus, an 
illegitimate son of Philip of Macedon. He was one 
of Alexander’s generals, when that monarch invaded 
Asia; and after his death, obtained the government 
of Egypt, with Lybia and part of Arabia. The second 
Ptolemy, son of the preceding, was called Philade!- 
phus. He was accounted the richest prince of his 
age, and, at his death, left in his treasury a sum equal 
to two hundred millions sterling. The third, sur- 
named Evergetes, distinguished himself by his cle- 
mency and moderation. The fourth, surnamed Phi- 
lopater, began his reign with acts of the greatest 
cruelty, and died after a dissipated reign of 17 years 

The fifth succeeded his father at the age of 4 years. 
and was, during his minority, under the protection o! 
Aristomenes. Hs cruelties raised seditions among 
his subjects, and he was poisoned by his ministers at- 
tera reign of 24 years. The sixth was son of the 
preceding, and called Philometor. Dissensions aros¢ 
between himselfand younger brother, Physeon. Phys 
con was banished, and repaired to Rome, where he 
claimed the assistance of the senate, who settled the 
dispute between the royal brothers, by rendering 
them independent of each other. The death of Phi- 
lometor, not long after, lett Physcon master of Keypi 
and all the dependent provinces. Physcon was stig- 
matised with the name of Evil-doer. A series of bar- 
barities rendered him odious to his subjects, and he 
died after a reign of 29 years. Ptolemy the Eighth, 
called Lathygrus, sueceeded his father Physcon. He 
was succeeded by his only daughter, Cleopatra, whom 
Alexander, son of Ptolemy Alexander the First, soon 
afterwards married and murdered. The ninth of the 
Ptolemean kings, was Ptolemy, Alexander the First. 
He put lis mother to death, and for this unnatural act 
was himself murdered, by one of his subjects. Ptole- 
my, Alexander the Second, succeeded his father. 
Falling into the hands of Mithridates, he escaped to 
Sylla, who restored him his kingdom; but he was 
slain ina few days after his restoration, by his subjects 

His brother, Ptolemy, Alexander the Third, next as- 
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cended the throne. After a peaceful reign, he was 
banished by his subjects, and died at Tyre. The 
tweltth was an illegitimate son of Ptolemy Lathyrus 
and was surnamed Auletes. As his predecessor, by 
his will, had leit Egypt to the Romans, he knew that 
he could not be firmly established on his throne with- 
out the consent of the senate. He accordingly ap- 
plied to Cesar, and, on the payment of an immense 
sum of money, his succession was acknowledged. 
But these measures rendering him unpopular at 
Rome, he was obliged to fly his kingdom. After a 
long absence he was replaced on his throne, and died 
four years after his restoration. He left two sons and 
two daughters, and directed, by his will, his eldest 
son to marry his eldest daughter, and ascend with her 
the vacant throne. He recommended them to the 
protection of the Romans; and Cesar, arriving at 
Alexandria, heard and acknowledged the claims of the 
young princes. But Ptolemy, refusing to acknow- 
ledge Cesar as a judge, the Roman enforced his au- 
thority by arms; and Ptolemy attempting to save his 
life by flight, was drowned in the Nile. Cleopatra, 
marrying her younger brother, became row sole mis 
tress of Egypt. She reigned 24 years, and was the 
last of the Egyptian monarchs of the family of Lagus. 


Pyamaton, the son of Belus, and king of Tyre, who slew his bro- 





ther-in-law, Sichwus, for his money. A famous 
statuary of the Island of Cyprus, who fell in love with 
and married a statue of his own making, which Ve- 
nus animated, 


Pyrr ha, daughter of Epimetheus and Pandora, and wife of Deuca- 


lion, who reigned over part of Thessaly. In her age 
all mankind were destroyed by a deluge, and she and 
her husband alone escaped the general destruction. 
They repaired to the oracle of Themis, where they 
were directed, in order to repair the loss of mankind, 
to throw stones behind their backs. ‘They obeyed ; 
and those that Pyrrha threw were changed into wo- 
men, and those of Deucalion into men. 


Pyrrhus, son of Achilles, remarkable for his cruelty at the siege 


Pythag oras, 


of Troy; Orestes slew him in the temple of Apollo. 
A king of Epirus and Macedonia, famous for his 
wars against the Romans and Carthaginians. 

a celebrated philosopher, born at Samos. He was 
early taught poetry and music; eloquence and astro- 
nomy became his private studies; and he excelled in 
gymnastic exercises. In his 40th year, he established 
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himself in Crotona, where he founded a sect called 
Italian, and soon saw himself surrounded by a great 
number of pupils. He first supported the doctrine ot 
transmigration. He distinguished himself by his dis- 
coveries in geometry, astronomy, and mathematics. 
The time and place of his death are unknown. 

Quintilanus, a celebrated rhetorician, born in Spain. He opened 
a school of rhetoric at Rome, and was the first whe 
obtained a salary from the state as a public teacher. 
Quintilian is the author of a work entitled Institu- 
tiones Oratorice; it is divided into 12 books, and is 
considered the most perfect ana complete system of 
oratory extant. A. D. 95. 

Reg'ulus, M. Atti!’ius, a Roman consul during the first Punie war ; 

; he was cruelly put to death by the Carthaginians, 
by whom he had been taken prisoner. 6. C. 251. 

Rhadaman'thus, the son of Jupiter and Europa, and king of Lyeia 
made one of the three infernal judges, on account ot 
his justice and impartiality. 

Rhe'a, a daughter of Calus and Terra, who married Saturn, by 
vliom she had Vesta, Ceres, Juno, Pluto, and Nep- 
tune. 

Rhete/nor, one of the companions of Diomedes, changed by Venus 
into a heron. 

Rho'dope, wife of Hamus, king of Thrace; changed into a hig! 
mountain in that country, extending -as far as the 
Muxine sea, because she preterred herself to Juno in 
beauty. 

Rhe'cus, ore of the giants who warred against Jupiter; killed by 
Baechus. 

Pom'ulus, son of Mars and Rhea Sylvia. Romulus founded Rome, 
and peopled it with foreigners and fugitives, whon 

received as lawful subjects. After his death he 
was ranked among the twelve great gods by the Ro- 
mans, as being the founder of their city and empire, 
and son of the god of war. 

Ros crus, Y. a2 Roman actor, born at Lanuvium; he was so cele- 
brated on the stage, that every actor of superior ex- 
cellence and merit has received his name. B.C. 60. 

Ror'ana, 2 Persian woman, taken prisoner by Alexander. The 
conqueior became enamoured of her, and married her. 
After Alexander’s death, she behaved with great 
cruelty, and was at length put to death. 

Ru mia, a goddess of new-born infants. 

Nali na, wite of the emperor Adrian; who treated her with great 
cruelty, and by whom she was poisoned. “ 

Nala'cia, a wite of Neptune, and the goddess of the sea. 
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Sallus'tius, Cris‘pus, a Latin historian, born in the country of the 
Sabines. He received his education at Rome, and 
was made questor and consul. Sallust peculiarly 
distinguished himself by his writings, in which he 
displayed a wonderful knowledge of the human heart, 
and painted with a masterly hand the causes that 
gave rise to the great events which he related. He 
died at the ave of 51. 

Sa por, king of Persia; distinguished for his conquests over Meso- 
potamia, Syria, &e. 

Sappho, or Sa pho, daughter of Herodotus; celebrated for her 
beauty, poetical talents, and amorous disposition. 
B.C. 600. 

Sa'ron, a king of 'T'rcaezene, excessively fond of hunting. He was 
drowned in the sea, near the Isthmus of Corinth, in 
which he had swam for some miles in pursuit of a 
stay, and was made a sea god by Neptune. 

Nar pedon, the son of Jupiter and Laodamia, and king of Lycia, who 
distinguished himself at the siege of Troy, and was 
killed by Patroelus. 

Saturninus, Pompe'ius, a writer in the reign of Trajan: he was 
greatly esteemed by Pliny, who always consulted his 
opinion before he published his compositions, 

Satur’ nus, or Saturn, the son of Calus and Terra, and god of hea- 
ven: he wished to devour all his male children; but, 
being deposed by his son Jupiter, he fled into Italy, 
and taught men husbandry. 

Scip'o, the name of a celebrated family at Rome, who obtained the 
highest honours in the republic. The most illustri- 
ous were :—l. Cneus Scipio, father of Publius and 
Cneus Scipio. Publius opposed Hannibal in the se- 
cond Punie war, by whom he was conquered, and 
would have lost his life, had not his son courageously 
defended him. He atterwards gained several victo- 
ries over the Carthaginians, but was finally slain, in 
a furious engagement with the two Asdrubals, and 
Mago. His brother Cneus soon after shared the same 
fate. 2. Publius Cornelius, surnamed Africanus, was 
son of Publius Scipio. He was appointed to revenge 
the death of his father and uncle, and to vindicate the 
military honour of the rep tblic. The various nations 
of Spain were conquered by him; and in four years, 
the Carthaginians were totally banished from that 
part of the continent. The latter years of his life 
were embittered by the ingratitude of his country- 
men, and he sought refuge from the persecution of 
his enemies in his country-house at Liternum. Here 


he 
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he afterwards died, in his 48th year. 3. Lucius Cor- 
nelius Scipio, was brother to Africanus, and accom- 
panied him in his expeditions to Spain and Africa. 
He was rewarded with the consulship for his services, 
and after the defeat of Antiochus, was surnamed Asia- 
ticus. 4. Nasica Seipio, who obtained the consulship 
after the death of his cousin, Scipio Africanus, and 
was successful in an expedition against Spain. 5. Pub- 
lius Almilianus: he was empowered to finish the 
war with Carthage, the siege of which had already 
begun ; and though obliged, by his orders, to demolish 
its very walls, he wept bitterly over the melancholy 
and tragical scene. tle was afterwards assassinated 
in his bed. 


Ncyl la, the daughter of Nisus, who betrayed her country to Minos, 


by eutting off her father’s golden locks, and was 
turned into a lark.—The daughter of Phorcys, court- 
ed by Glaucus, one of the deities of the sea; turned 
by her rival Circe into rocks, in that part of the sea 
which separates the coast of Italy and Sicily. They 
still continue to bear her name, and, as well as the 
whirlpool of Charybdis on the coast of Sicily, have 
always been considered fatal to navigators, 


NSeleu cus, the first of the Seleucidw. was one of the cenerals of 


Alexander the Great. After the king’s death, he re- 
ceived Babylon as his province, and increased his 
dominions by the conquest of Media, some of its 
neighbouring provinces, and Syria, where he built An- 
tioch. tle was preparing to set out to conquer Mace- 
donia, when he was murdered by his own servant, 
Ceraunus.—The second was called Callinicus. He 
attempted to make war against Ptolemy, king of 
Egypt, but his fleet was shipwrecked in a storm, and 
his armies conquered by the enemy. He died of a 
fall from his horse.-—The third, surnamed Cerau- 
nus, succeeded his father Seleucus the second. He 
was murdered, after a reign of three years, and his 
brother Antiochus, surnamed the great, ascended the 
throne. The fourth of the Seleucid, was the son of 
Antiochus the Great.—His empire had been weaken- 
ed by the Romans, when he became monarch, and the 
yearly tribute of 1,000 talents to those victorious 
enemies, lessened his power and consequence among 
nations. ‘I'he fifth was murdered in the first year of 
his reign, by his mother Cleopatra. The sixth was 
banished from his kingdom, and fled to Cilicia, where 
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he was consumed in a palace, to which the inhabit- 
ants set fire. 


Semiramis, a celebrated queen of Assyria, daughter of the goddess 


eca, 


h. 


Derceto. She was exposed in a desert, but her life 
was preserved by doves for a whole year, until found 
by one of the shepherds of Ninus, who brought her up 
as his own child. When grown up, Semiramis mar- 
ried Menones, governor of Nineveh; who hung him- 
self when Ninus, king of Assyria, demanded her as 
his wife. Semiramis had ason by Ninus, called Niny- 
as, of whom she was passionately fond. ‘T'o establish 
herself firmly on the throne, she killed Ninus, and 
caused herself to be proclaimed queen and sole en- 
press of Assyria. Semiramis then began to repair 
the capital of her empire ; and, by her means, Baby- 
lon became the most superb and magnificent city ot 
the world. She visited every part of her dominions, 
and left every where immortal monuments of her 
greatness and benevolence. But her unconquerable 
and unnatural passion for her son Ninyas induced 
him to destroy her with his own hands, and she was 
changed into a dove. 


Anna’us, early distinguished himself by his extraor- 


dinary abilities. He was taught eloquence by his 
father, and received lessons in philosophy from the 
best stoics of his age. On account of a shameful 
amour with Julia, the sister ef Caltcula, he was ban- 
ished to Corsica. At the expiration of five years he 
was recalled, by the eupress Agrippina, and entrust- 
ed with the education of her son, Nero. In the 
honourable duty of preceptor, Seneca e@ained much 
credit; but he finally fe 1] a victim to the jealousy of 
Nero; and was ordered by the tyrant to destroy him- 
self. He received the mandate with philosophic 
firmness, and even with joy, and died at the age ot 
o3. <A. D. 6d. 


Servius Tul'lius, the sixth kine of Rome, was son of a slave, Ocri- 


sia. He endeared himself to the Romans, as a war- 
rior and a legislator; he established the Census; he 
increased the number of the tribes: beautified and 
adorned the city, and enlarged its boundaries. Ser- 
vius was murdered by his son-in-law, and his death 
was universally lamented. 


Severus Lucius Septimus, 2 Roman emperor, born at Leptis, in 


Atrica. He fought several obstinate battles, with his 
tival, Pescennius Niger, till, on the plains of [ssus, 
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Niger was totally ruined. He then pillaged Byzan- 
tium, and conquered several nations in the east. He 
afterwards returned to Rome; resolved to destroy his 
only remaining rival, Albinus, with whom he had 
hitherto reluctantly shared the imperial power. Fail- 
ing in his attempts to assassinate Albinus by private 
emussaries, the fate of the empire was again decided 
on the plains of Gaul, where Albinus was defeated, 
and slain. Severus died at York, Great Britain, whi- 
ther he had been called, to quell a revolt of the people. 


Neverus, Alexander, a native of Phanicia, adopted by Heliogaba- 


lus; at whose death he was proclaimed emperor, by 
the unanimous approvel of the army and the congra- 
tulations of the senate. Shortly after he ascended 
the throne, the empire was disturbed by the incursion 
of the Persians; and Alexander marched into the 
east, and obtained a decided victory over them. At 
his return to Rome, he was honoured with a triumph . 
but the revolt of the Germans called him away trom 
the indolence of the capital. Severus was murdered 
ia his tent, in the midst of his camp, after reigning 
13 years. A. D. 235, 


Syhbilla, certain women inspired by heaven, who flourished in dit- 


ferent parts of the world. ‘They were ten in number: 
the most celebrated of whom was that of Cum, in 
Italy. Apollo became enamoured of her, and offered 
to give her whatever she should ask. The Sibyl de- 
manded to live as many years as she had grains ot 
sand in her hand, but forgot to ask for the enjoyment 
of the health, vigour, and bloom, of which she was 
then in possession. The god granted her request, 
but she refused to gratify the passion of her lover, 
though he promised her perpetual youth and beauty. 
She became old and deerepic, her form decayed, and 
melancholy paleness and haggard looks sueceeded to 
bloom and cheerfulness. She had already lived about 
700 years when Atneas went to Italy, and three cen- 
turies more to exist before her years were as numer- 
ous as the grains of sand she had held in her hand. 
Another of these Sibyls went to the palace of Tar- 
quin the Proud, and offered three books for sale, at 4 
very high price. ‘The monarch bought the books, and 
she instantly vanished, and never afterwards appear- 
ed to the world. They were preserved with great 
care by ‘Tarquin, and called the Sybilline verses. A 
college of priests was appointed to keep them; and 
such reverence did the Romans entertain for them, 
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that they were consulted with the greatest solemnity. 


oil and only when the state seemed to be in danger. 

le Nrcanius L. Denta'tus, a tribune otf Rome, celebrated for his valour 
wae in the field during the period of 40 years. He was 
ad present in 121 battles, and obtained 14 civie crowns, 
il- 3 mural crowns, 8 crowns of gold, 83 golden collars, 
te 60 bracelets, 1S Jances, and 23 horses, with all their 
ed ornaments, as the reward of his uncommon services. 
d, He could show the sears of 45 wounds, all in the 
= breast; the greater part of which he received im op- 
dy posing the Sabines when they took the capital. The 
= popularity of Sicinius became odious to Appius Clau- 
4 dius, and he was attacked and killed. Of 100: men 
= who were ordered to fall upon him, he killed fifteen, 
‘d and wounded 30. For this extraordinary courage, 
- Sicinius was ealled the Roman Achilles. 

1c Noc rates, the most celebrated philosopher of antiquity, Wasa native 
\1 of Athens. He appeare “l with the rest of his country- 
se men in the field of battle, and fought with boldness 
e and intrepidity ; but his character appears more con- 
i spicuous as a philosopher and a moralist, than as a 
5 warrior. He was attended by a number of illustrious 
pupils, whom he instructed by his exemplary life and 
i- doctrines. But being accused by his enemies, of cor- 
Fs rupting the Athenian youth, he was condemned to 
a drink hemlock. When it was in his power, he re- 
dl tused to escape from prison, and the hour arriving to 
- receive the poison, he drank it with an unaltered 
i countenance, and in a few moments expired, in the 
ut 70th year of his age. 

Ls No lon, one of the seven wise men of Greece, was born at Salamis, 
t, and educated at Athens. Dissensions arising among 
r, his countrymen, he was elected archon and legisla- 
. tor. He made many salutary laws, and bound the 
d Athenians by a solemn oath, that they would observe 
O his laws for the space of 100 years. After a ten 
t years’ absence from Athens, he returned, and had the 
. mortification to find the greater part of his laws dis- 
- regarded. He therefore quitted Athens in disgust, ft 
| and retired to Cyprus, where he died, aged SO years. i. 
; B. C. 558. 
t Sophocles, a celebrated tragic poet of Athens, who obtained, at dif 
ferent times, 20 poetical prizes. He wrote 120 trage- 


* dies, which were admired for their beauty and ten- 
t derness; and died, in the 91st year of his age, through 

excess of joy at having obtained a prize at the Olym- 
pic games. B.C. 406 
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Ntatt ra, daughter of Darius, king of Persia, whom Alexander the 
Great married; after whose death she was murdered 
by Roxana. 

Nyl'la, a Roman of noble family. He first entered the army under 
the great Marius, and rendered himself conspicuous 
in military affairs. Tle was revengeful in the ex- 
treme, and sacrificed thousands of his fellow-country- 
men, to his caprice and passion. His intemperance 
hastened his end, and he died at 60, in the greatest 
torments, 

Fa citus, C. Cornelius, a celebrated Latin historian, born in the 
reion of Nero. His life of C. Julius Agricola, is dis- 
tinguished for its purity and elegance; and his his- 
tory of the Roman emperors, is, for the most part, 


treated with attention and accuracy. Tis style has 


always been admired; and his Latin is remarkably 
pur and classical. 

fun talus, the son of Jupiter and the nymph Plota, and king of 
Lydia; who, for serving up the limbs of his son Pe- 
lops, to try the divinity of the gods, was plunged up 
to the chin in a lake of hell, and doomed to everlast- 
ing thirst,.as a punishment for his barbarity. 

Tarquintus Priscus, the fitth king of Rome, wa a native of 
Greece. He repaired the walls of the eapital, and 
adorned the public places with elegant buildings and 
useful ornaments. ‘To him the Romans are indebted 


for aqueducts. fe was assassinated in his SO0th year 

‘The second Tarquin, surnamed the proud, was grand- 
son of the preceding. He obtained the crown by the 
murder of his father-in-law, and endeavoured to main- 
tain it by tyranny. His extravagance soon exhausted 
his treasury, and to silence the murmurs of his sub- 
jects, he engaged in foreign wars. [lis military ope- 
rations were successtul; but the wantonness of his 
son Sextus (Nee Lucretia.) caused the gates of Rome 
to be shut agaist him, and his race were for ever ban- 
ished from the throne. B.C. 509. 

Telemacius, the only son of Ulysses and Penelope, who went in 
quest of his father after the siege of ‘Troy, and mar- 
ried Circe. 

Teren tius, Publius, a wative of Carthage, celebrated for the come- 
dies he wrote. He was sold asa slave to Terentius 
Lucanus, a Roman senator, who educated him with 
great care, and manumitted him for the brillianey of 
his genius. ‘Terence was the most elegant and re- 
fined of all the comedians whose writings appeared 
on the stage. 
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Terp’sichore, the ruse of dancing, &c. 

Thats, a famous courtesan of Athens, who accompanied Alexander 
the Great in his Asiatic conquests. 

Thales, one of the seven wise men of Greece. He was taught 
geometry, astronomy, and philosophy. His disvove- 
ries in astronomy were ingenious, and he first cal- 
culated with accuracy, a solar eclipse. Thales founded 
the Ionic sect. He died at the age of 96. B. C. 54s. 

Themas'to, the wife of Athamas, who divorced her; and she, by 
mistake, murdered her own children instead of her 
husband’s, and afterwards stabbed herself. 

Themistoctes, a celebrated general, born at Athens ; distinguished 
for his courage and bravery against the Persians 
B. C. 449. 

Theocritus, a Greek poet of Syracuse, whose compositions were 
admired for their beauty, elegance, and simplicity. 
B. C. 382. 

Vheodo sius Flavius, surnamed Magnus, from the greatness of his 
exploits; he was the last of the emperors who was 
sole master of the whole Roman empire.—The se- 
cond Theodosius succeeded his father Arcadius as 
emperor of the western Roman empire, though only 
in the eighth year of his age. He was a warm ad- 
vocate for the Christian religion ; and the laws and 
regulations which were promulgated under him, se- 
lected from the most useful and salutary institutions 
of his imperial predecessors, have been called the 
Theodosian Code. 3B, C. 450. 

Theophrastus, a native of Lesbos. He studied under Plato and 
Aristotle ; and to him the world is indebted for the 
works of the latter, which the dying philosopher en- 
trusted to his care. He died in his 107th year, 
lamenting the shortness of life. He wrote many 
works with elegance and copiousness. 

The seus, the son of ASgeus and AXthra, daughter of Pittheus, king 
of Athens, and intimate friend of Pirithous; reckoned 
the next hero to Hercules. 

V'hrasybv lus, a famous general of Athens, who began the expulsion 
of the thirty tyrants of his country, though he was 
assisted by only thirty of his friends, and his efforts 
were attended with success. This great man was 
afterwards killed in his camp by the mhabitants of 
Aspendus, whom his soldiers had plundered without 
his knowledge. 

Tibe'rrus, Claudius Druses Nero, a Roman emperor, successor to 
Augustus. His tyrannical oppression and murder of 
many noble omen rendered him odious to the peo- 
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ple; and there was scarcely 2 family in Rome, that 

did not reproach him for the loss of a brother, father 

or husband. He at last retired to Caprew, and buried 

himself in unlawful pleasures. He nominated Caligula 

his successor, and died, after a reign of 22 years. 

| A. D. 37. 

Tire'sias,a Theban, who gave judgment for Jupiter against Juno 
in a dispute on the pleasures of‘love; and was there- 
fore struck blind by her, but endued ‘by Jupiter with 
the spirit of prophecy. 

Titus Vespasia nus, son of Vespasian and Flavia Domitilla, a Ro. 
man emperor, distinguished for his benevolence, 

moderation, and justice. <A. D. 81. 

Tit'yus, the son of Jupiter and ‘Terra, a giant, whose body covered 
nine acres of land. 

Traja’nus, 2 Roman emperor, born at Italice, in Spain. He suc- 
ceeded to the throne on the death of*Nerva, and ren- 
dered himself deservedly popular by his victories over 
the barbarians, and his attention to the public works 
of his capital. ‘Trajan reigned 1y years, and died at 
the age of 64. 

Tul'lia, a daughter of Servius Tullius, king of Rome; whomarried =‘ 
Tarquin the Proud, after she had murdered her first 
husband, Arunx, and her father Servius, in order that 
Tarquin might be raised to the throne. She was 
afterwards, with her husband, banished from Rome 
—A daughter of Cicero. 

Tuldlus Hestil’ius, the third king of Rome ; who signalized himself 
in his expedition against the people of Alba, whom he 
conquered, and whose city he destroyed, after the 
famous battle of the Horatii and Curiatii. 

Tu tra, a vestal virgin, who, being accused of incontinence, proved 
herself innocent by carrying water from the Tiber to 
the temple of Vesta in a sieve. 

Ulysses, the son of Laertes and Anticlea, and king of Ithaca; who, 
by his valour and eloquence, was eminently service- 
able inthe Trojan war, but was afterwards unwitting- 

ly killed by his own son Telegonus. 

Va lens, Flavius, son of Gratian, born in Pannonia. He reigned 

conjointly with his brother Valentinian, who appointed 

him over the eastern parts of the Roman empire. 

Valens did not possess any of the qualities which dis- 

tinguish a good and powerful monarch ; he was illite- 

rate, and of a disposition naturally indolent and inac- 
tive. He suffered the Goths to make depredations 
upon his subjects, and he was slain in a battle against 

them. A. D. 378 
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Valentinia'nus 1., was raised to the imperial throne, for his merit 
and bravery. He signalized himself by the victories 
he obtained over the “barbarians in Gaul, Arabia, and 
on the banks of the Rhine and Danube. He broke a 
blood vessel, and died in great agonies, A. D. 575. 
His son, Valentinian IL, succeeded him, and after a 
quiet reign of 9 years, was strangled by one of his 
officers. Valentinian IIT. disgraced himself by vio- 
ience, oppression and incontinence ; and was murdered 
in his capital. A. D. 454. 

Valeria nus, Publius Licin‘ius, a Roman emperor, was a weak 
and imbecile monarch. He made. war with the Goths, 
and Seythians; but in an expedition against Sapor, 
king of Persia, he was defeated, his person seized 
and flayed alive; his skin was tanned, and nailed to 
one of the temples in Persia. A. D. 260. 

Va rus, Quintil’ius,a Roman proconsul, descended from an illus- 
trious family. He was appointed governor of Syria, 
and afterwards made commander of the armies im 
Germany. Varus was surprised by the eneiny under 
Arminius, and killed himself, and his example was 
followed by most of his officers. The father and 
grandfather of Varus slew themselves with their own 
swords; the one after the battle of Philippi, the other 
in the ploins of Pharsalia.—Va'rus, Lecius, an epi- 
curean Philosopher, intimate with Julius Cwsar.— 

Varus, Alfrenus, a Roman, who, although originally 
a shoemaker, became consul, and distinguished him- 
self as an orator. 

Ve nus, the goddess of love, beauty, and marriage, and wife of Vul- 
can, born of the froth of the sea. 

Ver'res, C., a Roman who governed the province of Sicily, as pre- 
tor; but was guilty of great oppression and rapine 
while in office, for which be was banished, and killed 
by the soldiers of Antony, the triumvir. 

Verus, Lucius C. Commodus, adopted by M. Aurelius as his col- 
league on the Roman throne. He died in an expedi- 
tion against the Marcomanni in Germany, after a 
reign of eight vears. Verus was a most debauched 
and dissolute monarch, and for four years left the 
care of the war to his officers, while he retired to the 
voluptuous retreats of Daphne, and the luxurious 
banquets ef Antioch. 

Vespasia nus, T'r tus Flavius, a Roman emperor of obscure birth. 
He carried on a war with the Jews, and began the 
siege of Jerusalem, which his son Titus afterwards 
achieved. Ue reformed the manners of the Romans, 
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repaired the public buildings, embellished the city, 
and made the roads more spacious and convenient. 
He died of a disorder in the bowels, aged 70, and was the 
tirst of the Roman emperors who died a natural death. 

Vesta, daughter of Rhea and Saturn, and goddess of fire; whose 
se unesea were celebrated by virgins only, who kept 
lamps perpetually burning in her temple. The a 
esses of Vesta were called Vesta'les. tin 

Vireil/ius, ( Virgil,) called the prince of the Latin poets, was bern 
at Andes, a village of Mantua. The Georgics of 
Virgil are the most perfect of all Latin compositions. 
He began his Aineid at the particular request of Au- 
gustus, but died before revising this immortal work, 
which had engaged his attention for 11 successive 
years; and in his will he ordered his poem to be burn- 
ed; this injunction was, however, disobeyed.—The 
poet, in his latter years, attended his patron, the em- 
peror, in the east, but was detained at Naples by ill 
health. He met Augustus at Athens on his return ; 
but he again fell sick, and was removed to Italy, 
where he died, in his 51st year. 

Virginia, the daughter of L. Virginius, the centurion. She was 
murdered by her father, to preserve her from the lust 
and violence of the decemvir, Appius Claudius. In 
consequence of this, Claudius was seized and thrown 
into prison, where he destroyed himselt, and the de- 
cemviral power was abolished. 

Vitellius Aulus, a Roman, created emperor after Otho. His con- 
tinual gluttony, intemperance, and debauchery, soon 
disgusted his subjects, and tying his hands behind 
him, they dragged him to the place of execution, 
amidst the insults and reproaches of. the populace. 
His head was cut off, and his body thrown into the 
Tiber. A. D. 69. 

Vul'can, the son of Jupiter and Juno, husband of Venus, and god of 
subterraneous fires ; so deformed, that Jupiter kicked 
him out of heaven into the [sle of Lemnos, where he 
erected forges, and made thunderbolts for his father. 

Xantip'pe, the wife ofthe philosopher Socrates, remarkable tor ner 
ill-humour and peevish disposition. 

Xeno'crates, an ancient philosopher, educated in the school of Plato. 
The character of Xenocrates was distinguished in 
every particular. His integrity was so well known, 
that when he appeared at court, as a witness, his 
oath was dispensed with ; and so great was his virtue, 
that he successfully resisted all the arts of the courte- 
san Lais, to triumph over it. It is said, he fell, in 
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the night, with his head in a bason of water, and was 
suffocated, at the age of 82. 

Xenophon, an Athenian, celebrated as a general, an historian, and 
a philosopher. After the battle of Cunaxa, Xenophon 
conducted the retreat of the 10,000 Greeks, so famous 
in history; and though opposed by malevolence and 
envy, he rose superior to every danger. He was 
banished from Athens, for accompanying Cyrus 
against his brother, and retiring to Scillus, dedicated 
his time to literary pursuits. He died at the age of 
90. B.C. 359. 

Xerv'es, succeeded Darius, his father, to the throne of Persia. He 
invaded Europe, and entered Greece, with an army, 
which, with the numerous retinue of servants, eu- 
nuchs, and women that attended it, amounted to 
5,283,220 souls. He was stopped at Thermopylae, by 
the intrepidity of 300 Spartans, and lost a great num- 
ber of his soldiers. His fleet was defeated at Sala- 
mis, and he found his millions unable to conquer a 
nation, superior to his in the knowledge of war, and 
maritime affairs. He hastened back to Persia, and 
gave himself up to riot and debauchery. He was 
murdered in his bed, in the 21st year of his reign. 

Ze'no, a philosopher of Elia, in [taly.—Another famous philosopher, 
born in Cyprus, and founder of the sect of stoics. He 
opened an academy at Athens, and was soon sur- 
rounded by the great, the learned, and the powerfu! 
His life was an example of soberness and moderation ; 
his manners were austere; and to his temperance 
and regularity he was indebted for the continual flow 
of health which he enjoyed. 

Zeno bia, a queen of Iberia, who being unable to follow her hus- 
band into banishment, on account of her pregnancy, 
entreated him to murder her. He hesitated for some 
time, but fearing she would fall into the hands of the 
enemy, he slew her.—Zeno‘bia Septim’ia, a cele- 
brated princess of the east. She engaged in a war 
with Aurelian, and rejected all his terms of accommo- 
dation. On learning, however, that a part of her 
troops from Armenia and Persia had been defeated, 
and a part bribed from her allegiance, she fled in the 
night from Palmyra, but was pursued and caught, 
while crossing the Euphrates. Aurelian treated her 
with great clemency, and gave her large possessions 
near the Tibur. 

Ze tus, or Ze'thus, a son of Jupiter and Antiope, brother to Amphion. 
The two brothers were born on mount Citheron, 
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where Antiope had fled to avoid the resentment of 
her father Nycteus, When they had attained the 
years of manhood, they collected a number of their 
friends to avenge the injuries which their mother had 
suffered from Lycus, the successor of Nycteus on the 
throne of Thebes, ‘and his wife Dirce. Lycus was 
put to death, and his wife tied to the tail of a wild 
bull, that dragged her over rocks and precipices till 
she died. The crown of Thebes was seized by the 
two brothers, not only as the reward of this victory, 
but as their inheritance, and Zethus surrounded the 
capital of his dominions with a strong wall, while his 
brother amused himself with playing on his lyre 
Music and verses were disagreeable to Zethus, and 
according to some, he prevailed upon his brother no 
longer to pursue so unproductive a study. 


Zoroas ter, a king of Bactria, who first invented magic, or the doc 


trines of the Magi, and rendered himself famous by 
his deep and acute researches in philosophy, the ori- 
gin of the world, and the study of astronomy. He 
was respected by his subjects and contemporaries for 
his abilities as a monarch, a lawgiver, and a philoso- 
pher, and though many of his doctrines are puerile 
and ridiculous, yet his followers are still found in 
numbers in the wilds of Persia, and the extensive 
provinces of India. Like Pythagoras, Zoroaster ad- 
mitted no visible object of devotion, except fire, which 
he considered as the most proper emblem of a supreme 
being ; which doctrines seem to have been preserved 
by Numa, in the worship and ceremonies he mstituted 
in honour of Vesta. According to some of the mo- 
derns, the doctrines, the laws, and regulations of this 
celebrated Bactrian are still extant, and they have 
been lately introduced in Europe, in a French trans- 
lation by M. Anquetil. The age of Zoroaster is so 
little known, that many speak of two, three, four, 
and even six law-givers of that mame. Some au- 
thors, who support that two persons only of this 
name flourished, described the first as an astronomer, 
living in Babylon, 2459 years B. C. whilst the era of 
the other, who is supposed to have been a native of 
Persia, and the restorer of the religion of the Magi, 
is fixed 589, and by some 519 years B. C. 











